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September 11, 1997

VIA HAND DELIVERY

Mr. William F. Caton

Acting Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW. - Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: RM No. 9147

Dear Mr. Caton:

On behalf of the United States Satellite Broadcasting (“USSB"), we are filing an
original and four (4) copies of its Reply Comments in the above cited matter.

If there are any questions, do not hesitate to contact the undersigned.
Respectfully submitted,

FL CHER, HEALD & HILDRETH, PLC
 Ounids ADs b X A Cpen s

Leonard Robert Raish

Of Counsel
LRR:cej
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In the Matter of

N N gt

Amendment of Parts 2.106 and 25.202
of the Commission’s Rules to Permit
Operation of NGSO FSS Systems
Co-Frequency with GSO and

Terrestrial Systems in the

10.7-12.7 GHz, 12.75-13.25 GHz,
13.75-14.5 GHz, and 17.3-17.8 GHz
Bands, and to Establish Technical Rules
Governing NGSO FSS Operations

in these Bands

RM No. 9147

REPLY COMMENTS OF UNITED STATES
SATELLITE BROADCASTING COMPANY, INC.

The United States Satellite Broadcasting Company, Inc. (‘USSB”), through its
attorneys, submits the Reply Comments below with regard to the Petition for
Rulemaking (“Petition”) filed by SkyBridge LLC (“SkyBridge”) on July 3, 1997.

In its Comments, USSB stated it has two concerns with the SkyBridge
proposal, namely (1) the absence of operational testing to assure the system
described will not interfere with the Broadcasting-Satellite Service and (2) there are
no apparent provisions for future growth of either the NGSO or Broadcasting-Satellite
Services." USSB also called attention to Resolution 506 appended to the ITU Radio
Regulations pointing out the most prudent solution would be to delete the 12.2-12.7;

GHz band from the SkyBridge proposal.

'See USSB Comments, pages 2 and 3 and conclusion on page 4.
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Of the Comments filed in this proceeding, USSB calls particular attention to
those of DIRECTV and TEMPO Satellite Inc. DIRECTV concludes “To the extent that
SkyBridge's request applies to DBS bands, DIRECTV urges the Petition be denied.”
TEMPO Satellite, Inc. concludes “accordingly, the Commission should dismiss
SkyBridge's Petition for Rulemaking insofar as it requests modification of the
allotments for frequencies used in the DBS service.” Since the conclusions of
DIRECTV and TEMPO Satellite, inc. paraliel USSB’s own conclusion that the 12.2-
12.7 GHz band be deleted from the SkyBridge proposal, the views of both are
strongly supported.

Attention is called also to the comment of Hughes Communications, Inc. (HCI)
urging the Commission “not to proceed with a proposal for non-geostationary use of
the spectrum that effectively provides an entry opportunity for only one company.™
USSB supports the view expressed by HCI that the Commission should not conduct a
rulemaking of which only one company would be the beneficiary. The Commission
itself has stressed the importance of competition in telecommunications many times.

USSB notes further, several commenters insist substantially more technical
information should be provided before the Commission proceeds to a Rulemaking
based on the SkyBridge Petition. The views of those commenters are significant and

become even more so assuming the modifications to the SkyBridge proposal urged

2See DIRECTV comment page 10.
See TEMPO Satellite Inc. comment page 12.

*See HCI comment pages 2 and 3.
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by the Broadcasting-Satellites Service interests referenced above are adopted.

In conclusion, the Commission is urged to take the above Reply Comments

into account as it considers the SkyBridge Petition.

Of Counsel

Leonard Robert Raish

FLETCHER, HEALD & HILDRETH,
1300 North 17th Street - 11th Floor
Rosslyn, Virginia 22209

(703) 812-0400

Date: September 11, 1997

cej/lrr/r#5/ussb4.plead

Respectfully submitted,

UNITED STATES SATELLITE
BROADCASTING COMPANY, INC.

By: MI/L/I/M/W /é)we’%/zw% -‘
Marvin Rosenberg Uiy 7
its Attorney
HOLLAND & KNIGHT
2100 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20037-3202
(202) 457-7147




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Chellestine Johnson, a secretary in the law firm of Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth,
P.L.C., do hereby certify that copies of the foregoing Reply Comments were sent this
11th day of September, 1997, by first-class United States mail, postage prepaid, to:

Richard E. Wiley

Todd M. Stansbury

Wiley, Rein & Fielding

1776 K Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20006

Counsel for TEMPO Satellite, inc.

Benjamin J. Griffin

Stephen P. Candelmo

Reed, Smith Shaw & McClay LLP
1301 K Street, N.W., East Tower
Suite 1100

Washington, D.C. 20005-3317
Counsel for Home Box Office, A
Division of Time Warner Entertainment
Company LLP

Gary Epstein

John Janka

Arthur S. Landerholm

Latham & Watkins

1001 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Suite 1300

Washington, D.C. 20004-2505

Counsel for Hughes Communications, Inc.

Joseph A. Godles

W. Kenneth Ferree

Goldberg, Godles, Wiener & Wright
1229 19th Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20036

Counsel for PANAMSAT Corporation

Scott Blake Harris

Mark A. Grannis

Kent D. Bressie

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher

1050 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036-5306
Counsel for Teledesic Corporation

Denis Couillard, Chairman
TIA Fixed Point-to-Point
Communications Section
Harris-Farinon Canada

3 Hotel-de-Ville
Dollard-des-Ormeaux
Quebec, Canada H9B-3G4

Eric Schimmel

Vice President, TIA
2500 Wilson Blvd.
Suite 300

Arlington, VA 22201

Gary Epstein

James Barker

Latham & Watkins

1001 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Suite 1300

Washington, D.C. 20004-2505
Counsel for DIRECTV



Lon C. Levin

Vice President and Regulatory Counsel
AMSC Subsidiary Corporation

10802 Parkridge Boulevard

Reston, Virginia 22091

Philip L. Verveer

Andrew R. D’'Uva

Wilkie, Farr & Gallagher

1155 21st Street, N.W.

Suite 600

Washington, D.C. 20036-3384

Counsel for LORAL Space &
Communications LTD

Leonard R. Raish

Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth, PLC

1300 North 17th Street - 11th Floor

Rosslyn, Virginia 22209

Counsel for Harris Corporation-Farinon
Division




